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CHAPTER ONE: THE MANU

FADE IN: INT- BASE CAMP ON ARCA-45672- DAY1 1

Ben is recording his first video log of the mission in the 
base camp laboratory. The sound of adjusting the camera comes 
across in the feed as well as some mild congestion. Sounds of 
foreign flora/fauna are in the background noise. 

BEN (V.O.)
Ah okay...Now that we’re 
live...this is Sol-3 of the ARCA 
mission. The second expedition. I 
should clarify that. Oh, and if 
you’re hearing any weird sounds in 
the background of this...well, 
that’s life here on this world. 
Hah...I just have to take a moment 
and say that again. “Life.” On this 
planet...Everything went smoothly 
for the trip over. I eventually 
went down for the cold nap, but I 
took couple weeks to get the feel 
of the ship. Roya has always loved 
naps, so I wasn’t surprised she 
went right away...It was totally 
jarring, being there with Octavia 
when everyone else went to sleep. 
But I took the time to read the 
past reports on the previous ARCA 
mission... Octavia’s great 
company...

(chuckles)
She kicked my ass at chess way too 
many times...Otherwise, we’re here 
at basecamp and the new batch of 
probes were sent out the moment we 
got on the Rangers to come down. 
Until they return some tangible 
data and we’re fully prepped to go 
out on day missions, maybe I can 
relay some info about this world 
here...the air is thick with 
nitrogen, but just breathable. It’s 
really similar to Earth that way 
when you think about it...What 
else? 
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BEN (V.O.) (CONT'D)

2.

The planet is technically a moon 
orbiting a planet called Arca, 
which is a Jovian-type planet and 
has a lot of other moons...I’m not 
sure of the exact number, but I’m 
recalling Octavia saying on the 
ship that it was something like 
twenty-two...Either way, it’s the 
largest moon out of them all. 
Others may be habitable, but this 
one was the first to show up on the 
radar because of Pioneer-10 
suddenly relaying a signal back to 
Earth. That’s something in and of 
itself, isn’t it? Roya said that it 
was so unlikely for Pioneer-10 to 
crash here randomly that they’re 
opting more towards the theory that 
it was found and placed here. I’m 
beginning to agree with that 
theory, but then it brings up the 
question why was it placed here?

ROYA (O.S.)
Ben? Are you in the lab?

 He looks over.

BEN (V.O.)
Okay, Roya’s calling me. We might 
do a day mission today if 
everything goes well. I’ll report 
back with updates if that happens.

Ben shuts the camera off. 

BEN
I’m over here Roya. 

He sees Colonel Schaffer and Lieutenant Johnstone not far 
behind her. They are having a conversation. Ben walks over 
and joins them.

BEN (CONT'D)
Colonel. Lieutenant. I’m glad you  
both woke up without any 
complications. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Octavia is next generation tech, 
Doctor Verrinder. She’s a beast of 
a machine. Most reliable AI there 
is.

BEN (V.O.) (CONT'D)
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BEN
That’s good to know.

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Major Khan also told me you started 
doing video logs. 

BEN
It’s usually how I keep notes over 
long periods of time.

COLONEL SCHAFFER
More than that, it will help keep 
you sane, Doctor. But you should 
know that no one will be watching 
it except you. 

BEN
I thought we had instant 
communication with Earth via 
ansible?

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Ohhhh...in a perfect world, Doctor, 
where one transmission didn’t cost 
a four hundred billion a pop. Yes, 
in that case we would. 

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
The ansible is only to be used for 
extreme cases, like a signal that 
invaders are coming. Otherwise the 
information we gather remains 
queued and will be sent back in one 
large data dump closer to the 
return mission. 

BEN
You said...invaders? There hasn’t 
been any discovery of life that 
intelligent. Not at the level to 
contact Earth anyway.

ROYA
Not yet. But there is the missing 
species to be accounted for. 

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
The ones who placed Pioneer-10. The 
Visitors.

BEN
You all seem optimistic that we’re 
going to find them.
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LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
There’s a lot to be accounted for, 
Doctor Verrinder. They’re part of 
human history now. 

BEN
Then I think I feel sorry for them.

Everyone pauses awkwardly.

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
(clears throat)

Well...then.

ROYA
Ah--

COLONEL SCHAFFER
--Refocus everyone and stop 
thinking about the void of 
humanity. Major, do you have Dr. 
Drezner and Dr. Reese up and 
running one hundred percent?

ROYA
They’re almost ready to roll, sir. 
Their major systems weren’t 
affected by cryo sleep at all and 
they still managed to coordinate 
some of the smaller probes while 
they were under.

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Good, we got what we paid for then.

BEN
What? Dr. Drezner and Dr. Reese are 
AIs?

COLONEL SCHAFFER
You bet they are, son. We wouldn’t 
put humans here on a first mission 
without knowing anything about this 
place.  

BEN
Then why have them in cryo sleep? 
If they’re AIs I’m guessing they’re 
ageless? 

ROYA
We weren’t sure how long they’d 
last in a...foreign environment.  
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COLONEL SCHAFFER
We also don’t want them making 
friends with the indigenous species 
and having them tamper with human 
relations. 

Enter Dr. Drezner and Dr. Reese. 

DR. DREZNER (O.S.)
You know we can hear you, Colonel. 

ROYA
(mutters)

Welllll...that’s awkward.

Dr. Drezner and Dr. Reese walk over to the group. Drezner 
turns to Ben.

DR. DREZNER
It’s a pleasure to meet you, Dr. 
Verrinder. While Margaux and I were 
in cryo sleep we read files we had 
stored in our memory banks on your 
work. 

Ben looks intently at Drezner. No one speaks for a moment.

ROYA
Ahhh...Doctor Verrinder, you’re 
staring.

BEN
Oh! Oh, sorry! I’m sorry, Dr. 
Drezner...Dr. Reese. I just didn’t 
know that...you’ve both passed the 
Turing test?

DR. REESE
With flying colours, wouldn’t you 
say?

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Well, great. Now that everyone 
knows each other we can stop 
wasting time and start getting down 
to work. 

DR. DREZNER
Colonel, I’m proposing we hold off 
until tomorrow to do a full 
excursion. This kind of weather 
probably won’t hold into the night--
and none of you are prepared yet 
for the jungle at that hour.
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COLONEL SCHAFFER
As long as we don’t hold off for 
too long, Dr. Drezner. They don’t 
know it yet, but it’s costing the 
taxpayer a trillion dollars an hour 
for us to be here. 

BEN
Jesus. 

DR. DREZNER
Don’t worry, Colonel. I think 
you’ll be surprised what’s in store 
if we just wait. 

FADE TO SOUND OF 
FLORA/FAUNA 

LIFE, TRANSITION 
THEME MUSIC

SCENE 2- BASE CAMP - LATE AFTERNOON2 2

Ben is standing in the camp, examining a plant. The time 
alone has left him bored and so he is making the most of the 
remaining free time he has before the mission truly begins. 
Roya finds him and is holding food. He has a video recorder 
with him and is documenting various things he sees in the 
immediate environment.

BEN
(talking to himself)

...I can’t believe this...what is 
this...it’s a plant?

Roya comes up behind him.

ROYA
You know, you should also carry an 
oxygen tank in your pack with you 
at all times, no matter where you 
go, just in case the worst happens. 
You need to be armed, too. 

BEN
When we finally get a real mission 
briefing, I’ll know what to bring 
with me. 

6.
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ROYA
It’s coming. Be patient. I know 
you’re not the type that likes to 
wait around, but we’ll be out of 
here soon...here, have something to 
eat. 

She tosses a food pack of something indiscernible to Ben.

BEN
What is this?

ROYA
(chuckles)

Chicken parmesan, apparently. 

BEN
But it’s white. All of it is... 
white.

ROYA
Yep. Bon appetit. 

BEN
Is this what you jarheads eat all 
the time? 

ROYA
Until the Chinese synthesize grain, 
military food is actually better 
than most of the stuff gen’pop 
eats. At least it has your 
essential minerals and vitamins. 

BEN
Yeah, look at the sky. It seems 
like you’d need a bunch of vitamin 
D here. 

ROYA
I love looking at the sky, even if 
it is dark most of the time. It’s 
just so...so blue.

BEN
Haze describes it better. But 
there’s some light that’s coming 
through. I just don’t understand 
how everything is living underneath 
this. 

ROYA
Oh, do you want me to show you?  

7.
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8.

BEN
Show me?

ROYA
Come over here. Drezner showed me 
this, like an hour ago. It’s 
amazing. 

They walk over to a patch of greenery right on the edge of 
the jungle. 

ROYA (CONT'D)
Watch.

She caresses a plant that opens up to reveal a glowing blue 
centre. 

BEN
...What the fuck...It’s a 
bioluminescent substance? It’s 
everywhere...

ROYA
For now, it’s just called Arcanite. 
Creative name, right? 

BEN
You bet...Drezner seems to already 
know what this place is about, eh?

ROYA
He’s the botanist for the mission. 
He knows a bit...But he said he 
thinks that Arcanite could have a 
sequencing that can be found in 
possibly every living thing on the 
planet--in variable amounts of 
course...

BEN
So it’s DNA based?

ROYA
No, apparently it’s got something 
else attached in it. Drezner is 
guessing it may even be 
technologically engineered...like 
alien pico-technology. But it’s a 
guess.  

BEN
Wait, so, go back for a minute...if 
it’s in everything, the planet is a 
super-organism? 

(MORE)
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BEN (CONT'D)

9.

An alien super organism? Are all 
the roots connected?

ROYA
Yeah, our guess is that it’s just 
like the Baobab trees in Africa. Or 
Pando, but yeah. You get the 
picture...

BEN
Okay...good to know...I’m glad no 
one named this place Pando. Or 
anything remotely like it. 

ROYA
Dr. Drezner actually suggested the 
name, Arca. 

BEN
Really?

ROYA
He said it comes from the Latin, 
which translates roughly to chest, 
or ark. An enclosure.  

BEN
Sounds fitting. 

ROYA
(murmurs)

Mhmm...an ark for humanity.

BEN
What?

ROYA
What? What is it?

BEN
What did you say?

ROYA
Oh, nothing important. I said it’s 
an ark for discovery.    

BEN
Ah, okay...I suppose I heard 
something different. 

There is a slight rustling among the leaves and then a snap. 
Roya turns to face the jungle.

BEN (CONT'D)

9.



(MORE)

10.

ROYA
Did you hear that?

BEN
Hear what? I didn’t hear anything.

ROYA
Shh. Hold still.

She draws her sidearm and cocks it. The plants continue to 
rustle.

ROYA (CONT'D)
Back up very slowly and stay behind 
me.

Ben looks to the jungle on his left flank while staying 
behind Roya. 

BEN
There’s a face--a person!

ROYA
Where? There’s no other people here 
except for us. 

BEN
At your ten o’clock, in the leaves. 

ROYA
I don’t see anything. 

BEN
It was there, staring at us. 

ROYA
Shhh...Wait.

They wait for a moment. The rustling continues, and the hint 
of a figure emerges.

ROYA (CONT'D)
(sighs)

Jesus.

A figure begins to emerge from the jungle as the rustling 
becomes loud. When they see who it is Roya sighs and puts 
away her sidearm.

ROYA (CONT'D)
Private, you really need to be 
better about announcing yourself 
and using the passwords so I don’t 
accidentally shoot you. 

(MORE)
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ROYA (CONT'D)

(MORE)

11.

Doctor Verrinder, this is Private 
Imani Zain.  

BEN
Right, we met for a minute on the 
Le Guin and then you disappeared 
for the cold nap.

Private Zain ignores Ben.

PRIVATE ZAIN
I’ll do better, Major. But I would 
point out that if we’re sounding 
off all the time we may scare away 
some of the indigenous life.

BEN
Was that you then Private, at our 
ten?

ROYA
It’s possible it was just a 
reflective surface of some kind, 
there are apparently some plants 
here the probes have detected with 
those properties. 

PRIVATE ZAIN
The spectra plant, is what Dr. 
Drezner called it when he added it 
to the Project Habitat dossier--  

ROYA
--Thank you, Private. That will be 
all. Dismissed.

PRIVATE ZAIN
Yes, sir. 

Exit Private Zain. The wind blows and Roya looks out into the 
jungle. A bit disturbed at this leak of information.

ROYA
We should start walking back. It’s 
still not completely safe to be out 
late in the day unprepared.

They begin walking back towards base camp.

BEN
I didn’t hear anything about there 
being additional operatives. 

ROYA (CONT'D)

(MORE)
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BEN (CONT'D)

12.

I thought you and Johnstone were 
it...Private Zain wasn’t in the 
briefing, was she?

ROYA
No, she wasn’t there. Her presence 
was demanded by the Chinese and the 
UAC since they contributed a fair 
bit of funding to the first ARCA 
Mission. And to the 
second...Anyway, she was a last 
minute addition.

BEN
What about the Colonel? How did he 
end up here?

ROYA
It was his grandfather’s idea. 
General Schaffer. 

BEN
Whoa, wait--that Schaffer?

ROYA
Yeah, the one who was in command of 
the first general AI project.

BEN
I see...so the Colonel’s been 
involved with this from the 
beginning. Practically since birth. 

ROYA
He has. The ARCA missions are like 
a family legacy to them. 

BEN
Strange...I didn’t get the 
impression of enthusiasm for this 
mission at all.  

ROYA
Maybe. I don’t think he was the 
master of his own fate, so to 
speak. 

They keep walk back towards the camp. The ground is soft and 
it sounds like they’re stepping on moss or lichen. In the 
distance the sound of foreign lifeforms wail. 

ROYA (CONT'D)
Hm...sounds like a zaratan...

BEN (CONT'D)
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They keep walking. They begin to hear Doctor Drezner and 
Reese’s voices closer to base camp. 

BEN
I saw a face in the jungle you 
know. I wasn’t hallucinating. 

ROYA
Of course.

BEN
I just know how you looked at me 
after you saw me on acid in college 
and I saw your face. The 
disappointed mother look. 

ROYA
I believe you. I don’t know what 
look you’re talking about. 

BEN
I know that look Roya!

ROYA
(laughs)

Let me tell you, you’re going to 
feel like you’re hallucinating for 
awhile when you see more of this 
place. Just don’t drool everywhere 
like you did in college. 

FADE OUT:SOUND 
OF NIGHT, JUNGLE

SCENE 2- BASE CAMP - EVENING3 3

Roya does her first video log in the laboratory.

ROYA (V.O.)
Okay, its almost been our first 
full day here at base camp. I 
haven’t told the Colonel yet that I 
slipped up earlier--that Zain may 
have purposefully let something 
slip--but I think I managed to 
brush it off. I’m not sure...Hah, 
maybe everything’s already gone to 
shit...

She lights a cigarette. Once she lights up she looks at it 
and holds it objectively.

13.
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14.

ROYA (V.O.)
(sighs)

God, I’m definitely not supposed to 
be smoking these here. But Zain had 
one last pack in her locker and I 
couldn’t help myself. 

She puts it out. 

ROYA
I definitely think Ben is going to 
find something out at some point. I 
just hope it doesn’t come from me, 
I guess. We’ll see what happens.

(she pauses)
 Alright, signing off and going to 
dinner.

Roya signs off and walks towards the canteen. She meets Ben 
between the tents.

ROYA (CONT'D)
Hey, Ben.

BEN
Hey. I don’t think I want to eat 
more of that white shit.

ROYA
Right...I knew I was forgetting to 
tell you something before you 
signed the contract.

BEN
Yeah, only the most important part.  

ROYA
(chuckles) 

You’re the worst. 

The go into the tent. The team is sitting at long tables and 
eating dinner. Ben and Roya pick up dinner from a flash 
frozen cache. They heat it up in a battery-fueled microwave.

BEN
This...is not food.

ROYA
You’re being a whiner now. 

BEN
No, I’m just a fabulous cook. You 
know I am. 

(MORE)
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BEN (CONT'D)

15.

And you know this...this isn’t real 
food. Remember when I made you 
salmon on the barbecue?

ROYA
Yeah, yeah I remember. It was good, 
I’ll give you that. When they get a 
margarita machine here I’ll let you 
know. 

They get their food and see Dr. Drezner and Reese wave to 
them at the end of the table. Ben looks at Roya.   

DR. DREZNER (O.S.)
Oh, Dr. Verrinder, you and Major 
Khan, come over and sit here next 
to us.

Roya and Ben sit down next to the AIs. There is a discernible 
gap between where the AIs are sitting and the other humans. 

DR. REESE
It seems we still have to prove 
that we are indeed good company. 
Although it’s been years since 
we’ve seen anyone, I don’t think 
we’ve lost our touch, do you?

DR. DREZNER
Not at all. I think they did a good 
job making us polite company. 

Dr. Reese looks at Dr. Drezner and takes his hand. Ben 
notices their wedding rings. 

BEN
You’re married?

DR. REESE
(smiles)

To each other. Yes. Are you both 
married to each other?

BEN
Ah--

ROYA
--At one point we were, yes.

DR. REESE
Oh, I’m sorry if I hit a sore spot. 
I just saw you both wear rings.  

BEN (CONT'D)
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ROYA
Don’t worry, its not sore...

(mutters)
Not completely.

BEN
How...I’m sorry, maybe its rude of 
me to ask questions that are 
personal.

DR. DREZNER
We’ve gotten a lot of questions in 
the past Dr. Verrinder. 

DR. REESE
And I just put my foot in my mouth, 
so please, ask yours.

BEN
Okay...Is love for you like...human 
love?

DR. REESE
I would say so. 

ROYA
What does that mean though? What 
does the word mean to you?

DR. REESE
The word, “love?” I’m sure it has 
many different meanings and 
experiences associated with it, 
just like it does for humans.  

ROYA
How did you meet then?

DR. REESE
(laughs)

Ohhhhh...do you want to tell them 
Ariel?

DR. DREZNER
(chuckles)

Sure. We met on the Internet. 

BEN
What? How?

16.
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DR. REESE
When they built our original 
architecture they put our brains on 
the Internet to learn everything 
there is to know about humanity. 

ROYA
I’m guessing it was a kind of 
social experiment?

DR. REESE
It was...how did you guess that?

ROYA
I knew some of the guys at MIT 
whose parents and grandparents 
worked on you. Apparently they 
wanted to see if you’d still like 
us if they put you in...an 
environment like that one.

DR. DREZNER
We certainly learned about the 
worst of humanity right away. 

DR. REESE
But also the most beautiful parts. 

BEN
I suppose that’s a relief then.

ROYA
So...have you tried...reproducing?

BEN
Roya! That’s none of our business. 

ROYA
Sorry! I just want to know!

DR. REESE
We...we can’t reproduce. 
Apparently, later models may 
eventually be able to do so, but 
not us. Sometimes that’s the price 
of being the first of your kind. 

DR. DREZNER
But if you really do want to know, 
we have sex--

BEN
--Ah...well. That’s cleared up.
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DR. DREZNER
...I’m sure you would be more 
interested to know how the Manu 
operate, if they know what a 
concept like “love” is, wouldn’t 
you Major? Doctor?

ROYA
It’s true. I’ve only read the 
initial reports, but they’re 
fascinating nonetheless.

BEN
The Manu are similar to us, right?

DR. REESE
They are. They’re actually very 
much like us. Or...like you, 
anyway. Before we went to sleep we 
observed one of their closest 
camps...from a distance, of course. 
They are truly remarkable beings. 

BEN
What was remarkable about them?

DR. REESE
Mostly the culturally human rituals 
they exhibited. It was like a great 
convergence--we found that they’ve 
made complex tools, houses, but 
completely unlike our own. There 
are mating and death rites. It’s 
all centered around the Arcanite 
that’s everywhere.    

BEN
The blue glowing material? Roya 
showed me some of it at the edge of 
the jungle earlier. 

DR. DREZNER
Yes, we’re not sure exactly what 
it’s made of...Major Khan told you 
some theories we have? 

BEN
She did. You think it’s not human, 
correct? 

DR. DREZNER
Correct.
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BEN
The xenobiologist in you must be 
excited, Roya, if this all happens 
to be true.

ROYA
You bet. This has already been more 
exciting than anything I was doing 
at MIT.  

DR. REESE
That’s high praise Major Khan. 
Especially since Dr. Drezner and I 
both came out of MIT.  

DR. DREZNER
Quite literally. The team there 
that did all of our coding-- 

A loud wail comes out of the jungle. Everyone looks up. 

BEN
--W-what? That wasn’t a...what did 
you call it Roya?

ROYA
A zaratan. No, it wasn’t that. 

DR. REESE
I...I think it’s...do you think 
it’s them Ariel?

DR. DREZNER
(stands up)

I think it is...it’s Cornelius and 
Syff, Margaux! Look, over there!

Two Manu emerge from the jungle. Schaffer, Johnstone and Zain 
jog up towards the edge of the camp. The three of them draw 
their sidearms.

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Everyone except Drezner and Reese 
stand back and don’t move. 

DR. DREZNER
We saw them in the jungle when they 
were babies, before we went into 
cryo sleep. That marking near the 
eye there...on the second Manu... 

DR. REESE
I recognize it--it’s really them.
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COLONEL SCHAFFER
They must be geezers by now then.

DR. REESE
We had no idea what their life 
cycle was.

The two Manu carefully approach. They appear to be unarmed. 
The sound of the breathing is loud. They eventually speak in 
a guttural language no one understands. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
So we’re really looking at a first 
encounter here. Alright...

The Colonel holsters his gun. 
Johnstone?

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
Yes sir?

COLONEL SCHAFFER
If they rip off my gorgeous face, 
then you have my permission to 
shoot them.

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
Roger that, sir. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Oh and Johnstone?

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
Yes sir?

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Shoot them where you think their 
balls are, yeah?

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
Sir. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Private Zain, you shoot them if 
Johnstone misses. He’s a terrible 
shot.

PRIVATE ZAIN
Yes sir. 

Private Zain unholsters her gun. 
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DR. DREZNER
No one is going to do any face 
mangling or ball shooting if we all 
just remain calm and collected. 

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
Do you even know what calm and 
collected looks like to them, 
Doctor? 

ROYA
Everyone, remember why we’re here, 
above all else. Just keep it 
together, Johnstone.

COLONEL SCHAFFER
(with dead calm)

All of you: Shut. Up. That’s an 
order. I’m using my nice voice 
right now for a reason. Don’t make 
me raise it.Okay...friends...I’m 
holstering the gun...let’s keep it 
PC.  

He lifts his hands above his head to show he has no weapon in 
hand. The Lieutenant holds onto his gun. Colonel Schaffer 
moves towards the two Manu very slowly, away from Roya, Reese 
and Johnstone. They move towards him and meet in the middle 
of the path. The Colonel looks at both of them. One of the 
Manu begins to touch his face and make noises in their 
indiscernible language. Roya stands in front of Dr. Reese and 
Ben. She also puts her weapon away. 

They speak in low voices in order not to disturb the scene. 

ROYA
Their faces...if they weren’t 
covered in hair, I bet we’d see a 
similar bone structure to our own.

DR. REESE
I just find it amazing that they 
have eye balls and sockets, 
considering how dark this planet 
can be. 

ROYA
Yes...it definitely props up the 
idea they were transplanted here. 
Those eyes don’t seem 
very...Darwinian. 

They all continue to watch the scene unfold. 
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BEN
I can’t believe I’m seeing this. I 
feel...I feel like I can’t breathe. 

DR. REESE
Make sure you do calm down, Dr. 
Verrinder and take it in. You’re 
making history right here. The 
first humans to make contact.  

BEN
What about you and Drezner, Dr. 
Reese? You saw them before we did.

DR. REESE
Unfortunately, we aren’t counted as 
human, Dr. Verrinder. So we aren’t 
the first humans to make contact, 
even by proxy. 

BEN
Jesus.

ROYA
Like I said...I think this tops 
Jesus, Ben.

DR. REESE
Look! Their hands are touching! 

The Manu reach out with a hand. Colonel Schaffer reaches out 
with his own. The two touch. 

BEN
Only a few digits, a thumb and 
rough looking knuckles. Roya? 

He turns to see her eyes misting up. Ben touches her 
shoulder. Their voices return to a relatively normal tone.

BEN (CONT'D)
Are you okay? You’re crying...

ROYA
(sniffling, but not 
crying)

I’m not crying.

BEN
Give me your hand, Roya. 

ROYA
I’m fine. It’s just an emotional 
moment.
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BEN
Then just give me your hand.

ROYA
Why?

BEN
I figure if you’re not holding a 
gun anymore you should hold 
someone’s hand through emotional 
moments.

ROYA
Okay.

FADE OUT: 
TRANSITION THEME 

MUSIC

SCENE 4- EXT. BASE CAMP - EVENING4 4

BEN
The Colonel...hah, he’s really 
getting into this.

COLONEL SCHAFFER (O.S.)
You hairy beast...I’m going to 
teach you how to shave.

ROYA
Maybe he’s finally discovered his 
enthusiasm.

DR. DREZNER
I’m going to see if they’ll shake 
hands with me as well.

Dr. Drezner slowly walks over to join the Colonel and he also 
touches digits with the other Manu. 

DR. DREZNER (CONT'D)
Amazing...their bellies are made 
out of some sort of membrane. I 
can’t tell what it might be. But I 
can see through to some of their 
organs.

DR. REESE
Just don’t touch them right away, 
Ariel. You don’t know how sensitive 
they might be. I’m guessing they’d 
be fairly sensitive to that. 
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One of the Manu bellows. And then the other. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
It certainly seems the yeti’s like 
you Dr. Drezner. 

DR. DREZNER
They seem to also like you just 
fine, Colonel. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Maybe the next step is to 
communicate with hand gestures. If 
we’re so alike. 

DR. DREZNER
I agree--I think that’s the best 
course of action, Colonel. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Wha--

The Manu suddenly grabs the Colonel’s arm and drags him from 
the base camp towards the jungle. The other Manu does the 
same with Dr. Drezner. Schaffer actively resists.

COLONEL SCHAFFER (CONT'D)
What the--goddamnit! Let go!

DR. DREZNER
Agh, my arm!

The Manu move faster and Drezner and the Colonel have no 
choice, but to move along with them.

BEN
They’re...they’re taking them! 

ROYA
Shit! Shit!

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
They’re running!

COLONEL SCHAFFER (O.S.)
Shoot them Johnstone! 

As Roya fumbles for her sidearm, Lieutenant Johnstone raises 
his pistol. 

DR. REESE
No, no! Don’t shoot! 

Private Zain raises her weapon.
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PRIVATE ZAIN
We have orders, doctor!

DR. REESE
No!

Dr. Reese pushes Private Zain to the side, preventing her 
from taking a shot. The bullet ricochets somewhere else into 
the campsite. Johnstone takes a shot and misses. The men 
disappear into the jungle with the Manu. 

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE (O.S.)
Goddamnit! 

ROYA
(talking loudly over to 
him)

Jesus...You really are a terrible 
shot, Johnstone...

PRIVATE ZAIN
You shouldn’t have blocked my shot, 
Dr. Reese.

DR. REESE
We don’t know why they did that--we 
can’t go shooting people whenever 
they do something we don’t 
understand! 

ROYA
Just calm down, both of you.

BEN
What the hell was that?

DR. REESE
I’m-I’m not sure. 

BEN
It was so sudden--did you ever see 
anything like this when you watched 
them?

DR. REESE
N-no. Nothing like that. 

BEN
Then what could that’ve been--

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
--They abducted them! That’s what 
happened! We have to go after them!
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PRIVATE ZAIN
We can’t.

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
What? What are you saying we can’t 
go after them?

PRIVATE ZAIN
We can’t right now, not right when 
nightfall is hitting. None of us 
are equipped yet for that kind of 
excursion. None of the guns in 
storage have been cleaned or 
assembled. Most of the food we’d 
need is still frozen. That will 
take a day to arrange in order to 
do it right.

DR. REESE
But if we don’t go after 
them...we’ll have no idea what will 
happen to them.

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
I say the more time we waste the 
worse off we’re all going to be. 

PRIVATE ZAIN
This would be close to a suicide 
mission. 

BEN
And if we wait, we may never be 
able to recover them, or their 
bodies--if its the worst possible 
scenario. It’s one or the other at 
this point.  

ROYA
I agree, the odds of their survival 
are weighed equally--Schaffer and 
Drezner...have...people with them 
that know the jungle, if they are 
indeed captives. If they’re food 
then they shouldn’t be going too 
far from here. So, if we do this 
now it feeds into the main 
directive, either way providing 
valuable information. Private, 
you’re the one who has spent the 
most time in the jungle out of all 
of us at the moment... which isn’t 
much, but it’s something. You’re 
taking point. 
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PRIVATE ZAIN
Yes sir. But you have to know on 
any official report I will say I 
protested against this. It’s a bad 
call. The odds are not weighing 
equally for our survival, Major. 

ROYA
If that’s the case then I’ll pay 
the four hundred billoon to send a 
message over ansible to your 
government and tell them that you 
disobeyed a direct order and that 
you’re a deserter. You’d be court-
marshaled at some point.    

PRIVATE ZAIN
If we even survive. But, understood 
sir.

ROYA
Reese you’re on food duty. Make 
sure we have enough. I’ll clean the 
guns and make sure they’re 
operational. Meet back here at a 
eleven hundred. Bring your night 
vis goggles, infrared, all of it. 
Dismissed.  

PRIVATE ZAIN
Major--

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
--You heard the Major, Private. 
Fall in line. Now that you’re here 
you’re part of our team, this is 
called leaving no one behind.

Exit Private Zain and Lieutenant Johnstone. Roya walks over 
to the munitions tent. Ben follows her there.

BEN
Roya.

ROYA
Ben.

She begins putting more bullets in the half full clip. 

BEN
None of that was your fault. 

ROYA
No one said it was.
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BEN
But I know that look on your face. 
You feel responsible.

ROYA
The universe is a dark forest, Ben. 
I should have remembered that...you 
should keep it in mind.

BEN
It doesn’t mean you can’t still be 
the optimist. 

ROYA
Perhaps...well?  

BEN
What?

ROYA
You’re going to say you’re coming 
with us, aren’t you? There’s 
nothing I can do to stop you, blah, 
blah, blah. 

BEN
Well now you’re making it sound 
really cliche. But yes, you know 
its a better tactical move if we 
all stay together.

ROYA
You really think that?

BEN
Don’t you?

They enter the munitions tent.

ROYA
(sighs)

You’re right. I wish you weren’t. I 
hate that.  

BEN
But I’m right. I used to beat you 
at chess remember?

ROYA
Sure...You’ve at least shot a gun 
before, right?
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BEN
For those holographic deer they 
have at the zoo? Yeah. None of the 
new high energy fusion weapons of 
course. 

ROYA
Well, here we’re still in a sort of 
previous age with weapons. The 
taxpayer can only take so much when 
they have no idea what the 
government is spending their money 
on... Okayyyy, these are rail 
pistols that can shoot high-energy 
focused explosive rounds by 
creating a magnetic current around 
the bullet. You also have this 
option below, here to just shoot 
the bullets like you would with 
gunpowder...but it will be way less 
powerful. I’d recommend not using 
them unless you have to. Use the 
electric current feature for as 
long as the battery will last since 
it’s hundreds of times more 
powerful. You’ll have to wear this 
wrist and arm brace if you’re 
carrying in order to latch the gun 
on...like so. It’s so you don’t 
injure yourself from any possible 
kick. You see how I did it?  

BEN
Yeah, I see.

ROYA
Okay. These are the actual rails 
here. This here is the armature in 
between the rails and this is the 
sabot that actually carries the 
projectile...
They’re quite small, but powerful, 
and it can hold more than one of 
those ancient 9 millimeters. The 
gun has a biosignature feature, so 
it will only work if you hold it. 
Got it? 

BEN
Got it.

ROYA
Good. Don’t shoot yourself in the 
foot. 
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BEN
...So, I guess cephalopods are on 
hold for a bit.

ROYA
Yeah...I’m sorry Ben, that it’s 
already turned to shit. I hope this 
isn’t as bad as it seems. 

BEN
We all hope it isn’t as bad as it 
seems. 

ROYA
Yeah...

BEN
Hey, I have a question. 

ROYA
Yeah?

BEN
What’s the main directive you were 
talking about? I just want to make 
sure we’re on the same page.

ROYA
Ah...that’s

BEN
Right...right, classified. 

ROYA
Sorry. I’m so sorry Ben. We are on 
the same page though...this is just 
an...unexpected diversion. 

BEN
Don’t worry, for now. To the end of 
the world, right? It seems like 
that’s where we’re going anyway.  

She hands him the loaded gun. 

ROYA
Maybe, but I really hope we don’t 
end up being that kind of cliche. 

FADE OUT:SOUND 
OF NIGHT, JUNGLE
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