
PROLOGUE: LAST DAYS ON EARTH

FADE IN: INT. BEN’S OFFICE AT THE INSTITUTE FOR CEPHALOPOD 1 1
RESEARCH. COAST OUTSIDE OF ANCHORAGE, ALASKA - NIGHT

Opens to the sound of the news playing on a console in the 
background. There is the chirping beep of someone flipping 
through channels. Eventually, the opening music of a UK 
channel sounds off in the background. The anchor announces 
that today is the anniversary of the first Arca mission, 
which took off 73 years ago...

ANCHOR
Today marks the seventy-third 
anniversary of the Arca space 
mission. The first interstellar 
mission of its kind left Earth with 
two of the first original human/AI 
replicants, marking a quantum leap 
in technology and collaboration 
between international bodies. But 
the mission was controversial from 
the moment of its inception. 
American congress shut down the 
project after NASA reported it was 
ten trillion dollars over budget, 
due to contracting out the creation 
of such advanced and experimental 
technologies such as AI replicants 
and the mysterious ansible, 
invented by the now famous AI Tunde 
Bello of Augustus Bello 
Enterprises...    

Ben begins typing, and eventually turns the console off. 

BEN is a man of average height with shoulder length dirty 
blonde hair tied back. He is wearing flannel and cargo pants 
and wears a dated analogue watch.   

Ben sits at his desk drinking a glass of whiskey as he types 
on an old-fashioned keyboard, preferring the weight of the 
keys under his fingers. The waves of the ocean lap in the 
background. He’s humming to himself as he’s typing a report 
when the Internet phone rings. The large aquarium wall in the 
background bubbles and hums. His household AI, SIRIUS, 
remains silent in the background, waiting until they are 
needed. 

BEN 
Sirius, can you hold all my calls?
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SIRIUS (COMPUTER)
Of course.

The ringing stops. And then begins again.

BEN
Shit...shut upppp.

The phone stops ringing again.

Thanks Sirius. I’m almost done this 
report. 

The phone rings again.

BEN (CONT'D)
Shit...who the hell is this...it’s 
Roya? Sirius, why didn’t you tell 
me it was Roya?

SIRIUS (COMPUTER)
You said to hold all of your calls. 
But my protocols are being 
overwritten by a government number.

BEN
(muttering)

God...okay. Of course she’d call 
from the Pentagon or something.

Ben takes a drink of whiskey.

BEN (CONT'D)
Mm, hello? Roya? Hey?

He whacks the computer screen.

BEN (CONT'D)
Is this feed working? 

ROYA (V.O.)
Ben? Hey Ben, are you there?

BEN
I’m here. The connection is 
bad...oh wait, I just haven’t 
turned on the video... Can you see 
me?...Roya?

Ben swivels in his chair to turn on the video cam and knocks 
over his whiskey glass.
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BEN (CONT'D)
Roya?...Roya--shit! Hold on-- 
there’s whiskey all over the 
keyboard. 

ROYA (V.O.)
What did you do? Did you break 
another one of those shitty glasses 
again?

BEN
You heard that?...yeah, maybe. What 
number are you calling from--

ROYA (V.O)
--I can’t answer that, I’m afraid. 
It’s--

BEN
--Ah, right. Here we go. 
Classified.  

ROYA (V.O.)
Yepppp.

There is a brief moment of awkward silence between them. Ben 
taps the desk in a rhythm.

BEN
Yeah, I...I was going to call you 
today--I didn’t forget, if that’s 
what you’re thinking. Work has just 
been really busy. I’m sure it’s 
been the same with you.

ROYA (V.O.) 
You don’t have to explain, Ben. 
It’s been pretty hectic here, too.  

BEN
Thanks...I can’t believe he would 
have been twelve this year... 

ROYA (V.O.)
I know. A spitfire. A headache... 
Most likely just a headache. 

BEN
(chuckles)

That’s the age when they start 
asking the big questions. And we 
would’ve had to keep answering 
them.
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ROYA (V.O.)
Yeah, he was early to the party on 
that one. What is love?... What is 
time? Remember when he asked that 
one?... What is the--the meaning of 
life! God...I’m glad he never asked 
that question.  

BEN
Are we alone? That I remember. That 
was tough.

ROYA (V.O.)
(sighs)

Yes...That’s actually something I 
want to talk to you about. 

BEN
What? If we’re alone? You’re 
calling from a secure line, right--

ROYA (V.O.)
--No, that’s not it...well, it sort 
of is. I have a new project Ben. I 
was hoping you would consider being 
part of it.

BEN
You mean another one of your secret 
military projects you could never 
tell me about?

ROYA (V.O.)
Yeah, one of those.

BEN
I’m not sure I’m interested.

ROYA (V.O.)
You will be. In this one you will 
be. There’s already been one of 
them done before and mine is...a 
continuation of it, you could say.

BEN
The ARCA Mission? 

ROYA (V.O.)
Yes, that one.

BEN
Ah...What’s your mission then?
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ROYA
I can’t tell you, even over a 
secure line...this project isn’t a 
military one. We need scientists. 
Some soldiers would be coming along 
for security and order.

BEN
You’re a xenobiologist, what more 
could they need? 

ROYA
...I can’t say any more.

BEN
Of course you can’t!

(sighs)
Seriously, Roya, I don’t know why 
you think I would help you. I can’t 
just leave the Institute. 

ROYA (V.O.)
I know. You have obligations. But 
this one will trump them all when 
you know what the opportunity is. 

BEN
The opportunity that you can’t tell 
me about...

ROYA (V.O.)
Again, not over the Internet. You’d 
have to sign a non-disclosure as 
well, once I give you more details. 

BEN
Then why are you calling Roya? If 
this is classified beyond 
classified?

ROYA (V.O.)
(pauses)

...I needed to hear your voice. 
Just to be sure I was making the 
right choice in asking you. 

BEN
You’re not secretly inputing my 
biometrics into some CIA database 
are you?  

5.
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ROYA (V.O.)
Hah! No. You would be fairly easy 
to hack if we really wanted that 
information.

BEN
Uhhhh, thanks? 

ROYA (V.O.)
(laughs)

Don’t worry. No one wants to hack 
you, as far as I know...But If 
you’re interested in hearing more 
of my offer we should meet in 
person.   

BEN
I don’t think I’m interested, Roya. 
Sorry.

ROYA (V.O.)
But you haven’t even heard what the 
offer is yet. You know it involves 
space! You’re not even intrigued?

BEN
I’m not in a place right now to be 
going off somewhere with you again. 
Mentally, speaking anyway.

ROYA (V.O.)
Hm.

BEN
What?

ROYA (V.O.)
I’m just thinking of ways to change 
your mind. 

BEN
I don’t even know what it would 
take for me to change my mind. 

ROYA
What if I funded the Institute?

BEN
What? How would you have that kind 
of money? We had no savings. 
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ROYA
It wouldn’t be my money. What if I 
told you your institute, which I’m 
sure has limited government funds, 
could join under the umbrella of 
another wealthy host institution?

BEN
I’d say...I’ll believe it when I 
see it.

ROYA
Well, would you be open to seeing 
it?

BEN
...Maybe.

ROYA
I’ll make you see it then.

BEN
Good luck with that. But I think 
everyone lost interest in the 
environment when we broke it, Roya.

ROYA
You’ll see...anyway, I should go.

They pause, briefly. 

BEN
Ah, Roya, before you go...

ROYA
Yes?

BEN
Do you remember that time we went 
camping? Near Gothic Basin? 

ROYA
Of course. I remember that tent you 
insisted on bringing. It was beyond 
massive and I ended up carrying it. 
But the stars...we couldn’t see 
them with all that light 
pollution...

BEN
Yeah.
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ROYA
I was really hoping we’d see those 
stars. Thomas would see those 
stars...

BEN
I know. 

ROYA
Listen, if you accept what I’m 
offering...all I can tell you is 
that we would see them closer than 
anyone else has. 

BEN
Jesus...okay, I promise....I’ll 
think about it.

ROYA
This tops Jesus, Ben.

BEN
Hah, talk to you later.

Ben ends the call.  

FADE TO: SOUND 
OF WAVES 
CRASHING, 

TRANSITION THEME 
MUSIC

EXT. ON A BEACH, 40 MINUTES AWAY FROM THE INSTITUTE-DAY2 2

FADE IN: Ben is on the beach lecturing to some undergraduate 
students about cephalopods as they walk along a stretch of 
beach. The crunch of stone can be heard underneath their 
rubber boots. The tide is coming in and there is a slight 
wind. Off in the distance there is also the sound of a 
highway, reminding them that even near wilderness, there is 
always a human presence of some kind.  

BEN
At the institute, we primarily 
study the Pacific Octopus, which is 
known to be one of the biggest 
types of octopus left on the 
planet. There are maybe a hundred 
of them left in the world. 

(MORE)
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They can crawl over these rocks, 
sneak out of smallest hiding spots 
and change their appearance 
entirely with the chromatophores 
that cover their bodies.     

STUDENT
Doctor Verrinder, sorry to 
interrupt...but you were saying 
earlier octopi are conscious--

BEN
--octopuses.

STUDENT
What?

BEN
You can’t put a Latin ending on a 
Greek word. 

STUDENT
...Oh.

BEN
(chuckles)

Everyone makes that mistake, don’t 
worry...But to answer your 
question, insofar as we understand 
consciousness, yes, octopuses could 
be considered conscious. Their 
intelligence widely exceeds all 
other marine life that used to 
exist.  

STUDENT
Do we understand consciousness 
though?

BEN
I think we understand it better 
than we ever have. We also have 
more empathy towards the fact that 
even if a creature is not like us 
they will experience the Earth in a 
way that is just as valid as our 
own experience. If we take ourself 
to be the baseline of a conscious 
being... 

Ben sees a figure emerge on the wharf. He squints and can see 
that it is Roya.

BEN (CONT'D)
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BEN (CONT'D)
(mutters)

What is she...? Hey Tanya, can you 
take over?

TANYA
Of course Dr. Verrinder.

BEN
Great, everyone hang tight. Tanya 
will introduce today’s module and 
I’ll be right back.

Ben begins to walk away.

TANYA (O.S.)
We usually end up on trips for 
weeks at a time now trying to find 
octopuses in the wild. Many of the 
ones you see now, even at the 
aquarium, have been grown in a lab 
ever since the beginning of the 
Great Extinction...in conjunction 
with Alaska Pacific University 
we’ve also managed to clone with 
some success, King Salmon, and some 
rainbow trout, both of which were 
completely extinct before our 
program was introduced...

Tanya’s voice fades out to the sound of Ben’s crunching 
footsteps.

Ben hikes up the wharf towards Roya. The sound of the wind 
and his heavy breathing slowly drown out the sound of the 
lecture until it is just Ben and Roya on the wharf. 

ROYA- A tall, muscular woman with tanned skin and a shaved 
head, reminiscent of a Navy Seal, stands in combat boots, 
close fitting pants and a jacket. Her eyes are concealed by 
aviator sunglasses.

ROYA
I was surprised to hear you talk 
about consciousness that way. I 
thought you’d have a more...in-
depth analysis considering you were 
a philosophy major. 

BEN
(catches his breath)

Years ago. They’re only undergrads. 
(MORE)
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You have to ease them into the 
consciousness talk so they don’t 
have a major existential crisis.

ROYA
Probably for the best...I remember 
when that was you. 

BEN
When I didn’t understand anything. 
Having crises, growing my hair out. 
Yeah, I know.

ROYA
Neither did I, if that makes you 
feel better. The only difference 
between us now is that you kept 
your hair and I...well, hair gets 
in the way of my work.

BEN
When I saw you just now from a 
distance I was worried you had 
cancer.  

ROYA
Hah, thanks. If I had cancer though 
I wouldn’t be here trying to 
recruit you.

BEN
That’s what you’re here to do? I 
thought we’d determined over the 
phone I wasn’t really into joining 
your top-secret project, Roya. Not 
until you show me the money, 
anyway.  

ROYA
Ben, the least you can do is hear 
me out. It’s the opportunity of a 
lifetime. And you’ll get funding 
for your precious cephalopods.    

BEN
Okay! Okay...One question though: 
is it legitimate fieldwork? For 
real? Or am I just there to justify 
a military presence? You said 
they’d be tagging along for 
security, but you know it’s never 
just that.

BEN (CONT'D)
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ROYA
No, of course not. Like I said, 
they’re there for protection. It’s 
legit fieldwork.

BEN
That has to do with cephalopods?

ROYA
Yes...and no.

BEN
Goddddd, Roya.

ROYA
If I can tell you anything, it’s 
that God won’t exist by the end of 
this. Not on Earth. Not anywhere. 

BEN
That tells me...absolutely nothing.

ROYA
I know. So, will you hear me out?  

BEN
(groans)

...Fine. I’ll hear you out and then 
say no, sound good? Do we have to 
go somewhere where the NSA can’t 
hear us? 

Roya begins to walk away from Ben. We hear her footsteps and 
the digital voice of an AI counterpart speak from her 
handheld tablet. 

ROYA (O.S.)
We do, although they would be the 
least of our problems...you’ll have 
to come with me.

Roya walks over the rocks. They crunch and a sound emerges 
slowly from up ahead. Ben follows her. The AI speaks to 
engage a remote piloting program.

BEN
To where? 

Ben sees the hovercraft engine as it begins to land near them 
on the wharf. 
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BEN (CONT'D)
Shit...where the hell are we going, 
Roya?

FADE TO: 
HOVERCRAFT 

MOVING, 
TRANSITION THEME 

MUSIC

INT. NEW NASA CAMPUS, OREGON - EVENING3 3

FADE IN: To the sound of a busy, large hallway. Roya and Ben 
are walking through the shiny and sleek hallways of NASA to a 
secure conference room. Ben is looking all around him with 
wonder, as the last NASA campus in Houston was flooded. He 
stops walking when he sees the logo on a wall. Roya watches 
him as he takes it all in. 

ROYA
We’re through here, Ben.

BEN
You work for NASA now, Roya?

ROYA
No, I work for the American 
government...but NASA is an 
impartial organization we all 
gather under.  

BEN
The umbrella organization you were 
talking about?

ROYA
Good guess.

She walks through a mechanized door that reminds Ben of the 
door to a bank vault. She holds it open, waiting for him. 
They walk down the remainder of the hallway and to a 
conference room filled with people talking. Ben comes in with 
Roya and they take a seat at the end of the table. A large 
screen and several scientists and military officers are at 
the front. Everyone is quietly murmuring and speaking to 
their colleagues. Fluorescent lights hum above them. 

Roya directs Ben to sit down in an empty Aeron chair. They 
speak in low voices.

ROYA (CONT'D)
Sit here. Don’t say anything until 
you’re asked something. 
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BEN
Who are they, standing in front of 
the screen?

ROYA
That’s Colonel Schaffer and 
his...his protégée, Lieutenant 
Johnstone. Schaffer is the ranking 
officer of the mission. General 
Hardy is over there and reports to 
the President and the joint chiefs. 

BEN
And the scientists? 

ROYA
Well, not all of them are here. 
Some of them are already...on-duty, 
I guess you could say. But all of 
these people are remotely working 
with the others.

BEN
Remotely?

The room quiets down as the Colonel stands before the room. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER- A wiry, thin man with floppy black hair and 
a clean shaven face. He appears slightly younger than he 
actually is, but his voice and demeanor commands a presence 
suggestive of a politician, or an actor, rather than a 
military officer. 

Schaffer taps a microphone and begins the briefing. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Okay, it looks like we’re all here. 
So we’ll begin. I want to take a 
moment to remind everyone that all 
information processed in this 
briefing is highly confidential. 
Should anything leave this campus, 
you will be automatically tried for 
treason under the parameters of the 
Patriot Act.

(he pauses)
Comprende? Great. So, this meeting 
is an update for those of you who 
have been with us from day one. 
This is also an introduction to our 
new recruit. Dr. Verrinder, I 
believe it is? 

14.
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BEN
Ah, yeah. You got it.

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Alright Dr. Verrinder, Major Khan 
will fill in any gaps and questions 
you have about the mission after 
the briefing.

BEN
Ah, sir? Colonel? I haven’t 
accepted the mission yet. I’m here 
to find out what it is.

COLONEL SCHAFFER
I thought you said you would get 
him to accept on the spot, Roya.

ROYA
This is the nature of scientists, 
Colonel. We question everything 
before making decisions. But I did 
get him here--

COLONEL SCHAFFER
--Fine, fine. Good enough. Doctor, 
you’re subject to the same level of 
secrecy as everyone else in this 
room. If I find out parts of this 
mission has been leaked, even to 
your dog, I will court marshal you 
and Major Khan for treason. The 
taxpayer only needs to know so 
much. 

BEN
Understood sir. I won’t be a 
problem...but the dog--     

COLONEL SCHAFFER
--I’m the only one who gets to make 
jokes, doctor, before you try to 
crack that egg. But your attempts 
at humor in these times are 
appreciated. Lieutenant Johnstone, 
give him the non-disclosure. 
Doctor, sign that piece of paper or 
you’re out of here.

Lieutenant Johnstone walks a few feet and puts down a piece 
of paper and a pen in front of Ben. 

15.
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LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE-A tall, thin man who moves with a slight 
awkwardness. His military uniform doesn’t always look like it 
suits him.

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
You only have to sign once, 
rightttt there. The rest is just 
reading.

BEN
Alright...it seems pretty standard.

(he pauses)
Okay.

Ben signs the non-disclosure, puts down the pen and hands it 
over to Johnstone.

BEN (CONT'D)
Here you go.

COLONEL SCHAFFER 
Then we’re square. You can all turn 
your attention to the screen. This 
is the last communication we had 
from the probes via ansible. 
They’re all holding camp in the 
region we’ve tentatively named 
Arcadia Nautilus. Just over here. 
It’s on the edge of the jungle 
region that the indigenous peoples 
inhabit just on the edge of the 
mountainous area...here. These are 
the Soma mountains. Our objective 
now is to build relationships with 
the indigenous population and learn 
more about the exoplanet. Any 
questions about day to day 
operations can be directed to 
Lieutenant Johnstone...Johnstone!

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
Yes sir!

COLONEL SCHAFFER
What are you waiting for? Get up 
here and brief them!

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
Yes...coming sir!

Johnstone stands up and walks over to the podium to take over 
the briefing. There is the edge of slight tremor, or 
nervousness in his voice. 
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LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE (O.S.) (CONT'D)
Day to days will include 
expeditions from base camp to the 
jungle regions where these areas 
touch the Soma Mountains. With our 
probes in these regions we’ve also 
discovered a series of caves that 
are of particular interest. From 
initial scans we believe we’ve 
found beings in these caves that 
could harbor a threat to the main 
directive...We’re not entirely sure 
so we will continue to assess the 
situation. Our team of cosmological 
sociologists in this area haven’t 
been able to return too many 
computer-simulated scenarios as of 
yet. However, the spacecraft for 
this mission, the Le Guin, will 
have our most powerful AI yet, 
integrated into the mainframe.  

COLONEL SCHAFFER (O.S.)
She will be the mainframe, correct?

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE (O.S.)
Yes. Octavia, will be capable of 
connecting with our resources on 
the ground and provide a measure of 
support. But since she’s a next 
generation AI there will be some 
technological snafus with our 
ground forces. What exactly they’ll 
be...we’ll only be able to tell 
once we’re there.       

BEN
(whispering)

This sounds like a military heavy 
operation from what he’s saying. 
Where are the scientists? Shouldn’t 
they be doing the briefing?

ROYA
(whispering)

They’re in hibernation. Just wait 
and listen.  

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Okay, let’s pass the baton over to 
Major Khan to finish up the 
briefing...good work Johnstone.

Roya moves the chair back and moves to the front of the room.
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ROYA
(clears throat)

Okayyy...Hi everyone. I’m partially 
speaking for Dr. Reese as much as 
myself and my own research right 
now. At this current point in time 
the indigenous population we’ve 
discovered are what we call ‘the 
Manu’ or just ‘Manu.’ It’s a 
colloquial term we’re going with 
for now. They appear, without DNA 
confirmation, remarkably close to 
the human genus, with some 
variations of course. But based on 
these initial reports, they have a 
lot of similar characteristics to 
humans. The most interesting thing 
the probes have observed is their 
curiosity and rapidly burgeoning 
intelligence. This is a species 
that has started to develop 
primitive tools and basic housing 
very quickly. 

GENERAL HARDY
--So, they’re like us. Why is that 
remarkable, Major?

ROYA
...With all due respect, General, 
you have to realize that the chance 
of finding an exoplanet with 
intelligent life on the surface is 
extremely low, let alone a species 
that is like us in many ways. 

GENERAL HARDY
If you’re leading me to a point, 
Major, now is the time to make it.

ROYA
Part of the ARCA mission is to 
determine whether the Panspermia 
theory could hold weight in the 
spread of DNA throughout the known 
universe. 

GENERAL HARDY
Civilian English, Major.
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BEN
Oh, ah, panspermia is the theory 
that human DNA came to Earth by 
some means such as an asteroid, 
meteorite or even a visitation by 
alien civilization, General...but, 
it’s the kind of stuff you saw in 
Ridley Scott movies. I don’t think 
there could be any actual 
scientific weight to that theory.

ROYA
Thank you...Dr. Verrinder for 
that...explanation. I’m also 
skeptical, General. But the first 
expedition to the planet found 
something I even have trouble 
explaining.

GENERAL HARDY
Which is?

ROYA
A signal was picked up from the 
planet. It was from Pioneer10. 

The room breaks out into murmuring and excitement.

GENERAL HARDY
Shit

BEN
Carl Sagan made sure Pioneer10 was 
sterilized of all human DNA before 
it was launched though. 

ROYA
It’s true Sagan and Drake said they 
sterilized the probe. But we have 
reason to believe that may not have 
been telling the truth...or some 
sort of protocol was compromised. 
In which case some of our human DNA 
may have survived and landed on the 
planet attached to the probe.  

GENERAL HARDY
So you’re all saying that we may be 
responsible for the birth of a new 
species on a planet we haven’t 
known about for at least a century?
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COLONEL SCHAFFER
We have no other good explanation 
for this, General. The planet is 
about four light years away, 
relatively near Proxima, and time 
dilation aside, the probe somehow 
ended up there and withstood re-
entry into an atmosphere...in which 
case I’d say someone, not just 
something is summoning us to ARCA-
45672.

GENERAL HARDY
Who do you think is summoning us, 
Colonel?

COLONEL SCHAFFER
We’ve tentatively called them The 
Visitors, General. We have no idea 
what they look like, if they’re 
still there, or how much of a hand 
they’ve had in all of this. But we 
think they placed Pioneer 10 there 
and even possibly engineered the 
Manu and left them. 

ROYA
Which is why we’re thinking 
Panspermia Theory could be a 
reality. If they could have picked 
up Pioneer 10 and visited the Arca 
solar system...they must have 
technology that has reached light 
speed...or faster.

GENERAL HARDY
Jesus Christ.

COLONEL SCHAFFER
If it’s true, Jesus doesn’t really 
live here anymore, sir. 

GENERAL HARDY
Fine...Finish your briefing, Major.

ROYA
Okay then, as I’m sure you’re all 
beginning to see, there are 
multiple objectives to the second 
ARCA mission.

COLONEL SCHAFFER
And the first ever with human 
beings on board.
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ROYA
Yes...but finding Pioneer 10 is a 
subsidiary goal compared to our 
studying the indigenous people and 
making the first ever contact with 
an alien life form. Our main 
directive is to continue gathering 
information, people. We need to do 
it efficiently and we have to do it 
well since we have very limited 
resources.    

GENERAL HARDY
Wait, I thought all of you said you 
sent probes, AIs, whatever. How do 
you have so little information?

ROYA
It’s...a very large moon, sir... 
The biggest orbiting the main 
planet, ARCA. But we’ve managed to 
do a cursory survey of the planet 
from afar...like determining basic 
geography and weather patterns. 
However, there’s also a strong 
magnetic field we believe is 
messing with some of our probes. 
So... A lot of our interpretations 
of the data right now are coming 
from sociologists...geologists, 
xenobiologists over here on Earth. 
But scans aren’t enough to really 
determine anything of this scale, 
sir. 

GENERAL HARDY
I see. 

There is a momentary awkward pause. Someone coughs. 

BEN
Sooo... where do I come in, in all 
of this?

ROYA
Your expertise, Dr. Verrinder, is 
of the utmost importance to us. If 
you look at the map up on the 
screen again you’ll see heat map 
notations of the caves, as well as 
infrared photographs of one of the 
interiors.
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BEN
It looks like...ice? It’s all cold 
from what I can see on these maps.

ROYA
Yes...in these caves we have found 
what we’re calling ‘Great Giants.’ 
We believe they’re giant 
cephalopods, based on our initial 
infrared scans.  

BEN
Cephalopods...how great is “great?”

ROYA
We can’t be sure exactly, but our 
best guess is...bigger than the 
mammoths and mastodons that used to 
roam the north, if that’s any 
indication? Ahhh...we aren’t 
entirely sure.  

BEN
But you want me to come with you on 
this mission to study them.

COLONEL SCHAFFER
If we can even find them, Dr. 
Verrinder. We plan to try. 
According to the probes these 
creatures are in the ice. 
Something...I don’t know what you’d 
call them--but something is 
apparently guarding the 
cephalopods. Maybe it’s the Manu. 
We have no idea. We haven’t been 
able to see too much since...erm, 
well-- 

ROYA
--Since one of the probes 
malfunctioned and shot one of them.

BEN
What?

The room breaks out into talking again as the scientists are 
aghast of the military’s behavior. Some of what is said is 
picked up in the background. 

SCIENTIST #1 (O.S.)
I knew they should have waited on 
sending out the AIs--
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SCIENTIST #2 (O.S.)
--But those MIT grads were so 
pushy, remember? They said there 
were no flaws in the programming 

SCIENTIST #1 (O.S.)
Guess they were very wrong.

Ben pipes up.

BEN
You shot one of them? What the hell 
is wrong with all of you?

ROYA
Ask Johnstone. He’s the computer 
expert. 

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
It was an accident! They had gotten 
too close to the core and it 
overheated and blew up. Some of the 
shrapnel probably hit one of them.

SCIENTIST #1 (O.S.)
This is not good practice...

SCIENTIST #2 (O.S.)
I don’t even understand why they 
bothered to send faulty 
equipment... 

The volume of the room rises.

COLONEL SCHAFFER
All of you, lay off! Like he said, 
it was an accident. 

SCIENTIST #2
(mutters)

Like hell it was an accident.

GENERAL HARDY
That’s enough!

The room goes quiet.

GENERAL HARDY (CONT'D)
I’ve heard everything I need to 
hear...Colonel. I’ll be in touch.

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Yes sir. 
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Exit General Hardy. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER (CONT'D)
Okay, everyone in this room who is 
on the books to fly out in two 
weeks, stay behind. The rest of 
you...dismissed! 

Room exits. The sound of people bustling and moving towards 
the door ensues. Once they’re gone, the Colonel walks over to 
Roya and Ben at the end of the table.  

COLONEL SCHAFFER (CONT'D)
Well, Dr. Verrinder, it looks like 
you have a choice to make. 

BEN
When do you need to know my 
decision?

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Ideally? Right now would be 
convenient. But I’ll give you until 
Monday. If you do decide to come 
with us there’s some basic 
information you need to know, forms 
to fill, training to complete 
before we head out. 

BEN
I’m guessing the most obvious being 
that if we’re in space for four 
years traveling at less than light 
speed, things won’t be the same 
around here when we get back.

ROYA
That’s right. We’re traveling at 
0.8c...we’re asleep for most of it--
but it will take about 4.5 years 
with acceleration and deceleration, 
and that’s just one way. 

BEN
That’s a tough call.

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Then you better get thinking, 
doctor. Time isn’t a luxury we have 
here. Major Khan will take you back 
to your institute to mull it over. 
But we hope you say yes. 
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ROYA
Let’s go Dr. Verrinder. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Remember, not a word to anyone on 
this.

BEN
Of course, Colonel. Thank you.

Roya and Ben exit the room. The door shuts.

ROYA
...Wow. 

BEN
Roya--

ROYA
--Not here. Let’s talk outside.

FADE 
TO:TRANSITION 
THEME MUSIC

EXT. NASA CAMPUS, OREGON- MOMENTS LATER4 4

Roya and Ben exit the building and walk towards an open field 
near the highway. They stand looking at each other for a 
moment. Ben lights a cigarette. He passes it to Roya.

BEN
Here. You want a drag?

ROYA
Sure...I thought you quit smoking.

BEN
Not really...

They are both silent for a moment. Roya takes a drag and 
exhales slowly.

ROYA
So...I told you it was the 
opportunity of a lifetime.

BEN
I didn’t think you literally meant 
of my lifetime for some reason.  
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ROYA
Leaving everything behind is a hard 
thing to do. Lucky for the Colonel, 
his son is in the military and he’s 
coming with us.

BEN
Who...Johnstone?

ROYA
Yeah.

BEN
That’s his son? They look nothing 
alike.

ROYA
I know. 

BEN
There’s a story there, I’m 
guessing?

ROYA
He’s just like any of us with a 
story...but from what I understand, 
Schaffer’s wife was living in the 
Congo when the first famine riots 
started.

BEN
(grimaces)

Oh...oh no.

ROYA
Yeah. 

BEN
But he’s going to be in charge? 
Schaffer? I mean, he seems like he 
knows what he’s doing. But he also 
seems a little...I don’t know...

ROYA
Unhinged?

BEN
Slightly. Yeah...it’s more a gut 
feeling than anything.
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ROYA
All I can tell you is that the 
entire time I’ve known him, he gets 
stuff done, no matter what the 
cost.

BEN
I suppose that’s a good thing.

ROYA
It is. 

Ben takes out his pack of cigarettes.

BEN
You want another one?

ROYA
Sure.

He lights another cigarette. He passes it to Roya and she 
takes a drag. 

BEN
I...I don’t know about this, Roya. 
When I think about leaving Earth 
and everything I’ve built... 

ROYA
It’s a lot to ask. But I’ll be 
there with you. 

BEN
You’re going?

ROYA
I was going before I pulled you 
into this. And I’m going with or 
without you. 

BEN
I know you love your research...but 
why? Why are you going?

ROYA
The same reason. It’s the 
opportunity of a lifetime.

BEN
That’s all?

27.



(MORE)

28.

ROYA
What more motivation would anyone 
need? The world is dying. Ever 
since Thomas died--  

BEN
--I thought that might have been a 
more obvious reason. 

ROYA
What? Thomas? 

BEN
Yeah. I hope you’re not leaving 
just to escape any bad memories. 

ROYA
I don’t know Ben...this world is 
one bad memory. For me, anyway.

BEN
I’m sorry Roya. It hasn’t been a 
picnic for me either.

ROYA
I bet...the sterile population is 
growing by five percent each year. 
Did you know that? Five fucking 
percent. That’s about three hundred 
and twenty million people a year. 
Sixty-four percent is already 
sterile, Ben. Sixty-four.  

BEN
Are you really surprised? The world 
is running out of food, everything 
is becoming hotter, New Orleans, 
parts of Texas and New York City 
are underwater. I think on the news 
that the government is officially 
abandoning them as lost cities... 
Anyway--you’re the biologist! 
Biologically people are less 
fertile in times of strife. And 
this is...you have to admit it’s a 
lot of strife.

ROYA
Strife doesn’t change the fact that 
fertile people are too closely 
related now...and still trying to 
have children. I know an old woman 
in my building whose children are 
having children together. 

(MORE)
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They’ve been doing that for year 
and now they have major 
disabilities and deformities while 
the government is doing nothing--

BEN
--I think the government has bigger 
problems on their hands Roya.

ROYA
Jesus, Ben. I’ve had enough men 
interrupt me today. The human 
genome is a collapsing house of 
cards! That’s the big problem!

BEN
I’m sorry--I’m not disagreeing with 
you, but we did this to the 
environment and now it’s paying us 
back. My question is, how does a 
space mission help that?

ROYA
It helps because anything NASA has 
ever done has benefitted life on 
Earth. Cordless power tools, the 
microwave, cryo tanks, AI, these 
are all things that exist because 
our goal was to eventually get into 
space and these were the tools we 
needed to do it. I think if Thomas 
had been born a few hundred years 
into the future and these missions 
had already happened, he would have 
survived.  

BEN
He had three different types of 
cancer, Roya. You really think he 
would have survived?

ROYA
Maybe...I don’t know. I think he 
would have had a better chance.

(she pauses)
...Remember when we went to the 
park and he scraped his knee?

BEN
Hah, yeahhhh how could I 
forget?...That infection was really 
bad from one tiny bruise. I 
thought...I thought we were going 
to lose him then.

ROYA (CONT'D)
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ROYA
I feel so terrible we even tried to 
bring him into this world at times.  

BEN
So, you think going to a new planet 
and leaving all of this behind is 
the answer? 

ROYA
If the panspermia theory is true--

BEN
--If it’s true...God, it’s a Hail 
Mary pass, Roya. Is that what this 
mission is? You better be honest 
with me before I give you an 
answer. 

ROYA
Do you trust me?

BEN
Of course I do.

ROYA
Well, honestly, I think...I think 
we need a Hail Mary pass right now. 
Ben--you and I do at least. But I 
can’t tell you any more. It’s-- 

BEN
--Classified.

ROYA
Yeah.

BEN
I found my peace up north Roya. 
What you’re asking me to do is 
throw it all away for--

ROYA
--For giant cephalopods. 

BEN
...Yeah. 

ROYA
And possibly, most likely, 
conscious beings. This is your 
research area, Ben. I’ve always 
read your papers and I know this is 
right up your alley.
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BEN
My area of research is the Giant 
Pacific Octopus, Roya. You’re 
getting ahead of yourself. But I 
understand the point you’re making.

ROYA
Well...good.

They are both silent for a moment. The wind whistles. In the 
background the ending theme music fades in.

BEN
We always said it would be the two 
of us, no matter what, to the end 
of the world. I just never thought 
the end of the world would come.

ROYA
Whether we like it or not, it’s 
here.

BEN
You think this is a second chance 
then?

ROYA
Maybe...I-I don’t know. I would 
like to.  

 (sigh)
Anyway, the money I promised you 
for the Institute should be in your 
account in a few days.  

BEN
What?

ROYA
It wasn’t conditional. You were 
going to get it regardless of 
whether you said yes or no. I made 
sure of that.

BEN
Roya...thank you. Thank you so 
much. It helps a lot. 

ROYA
I know.

They pause, but looking at one another. The wind is becomes 
slightly stronger.
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BEN
...Giant cephalopods, huh?

ROYA
Hah, yeah...am I getting to you?

BEN
You’re good at bribery, that’s for 
sure...but I think...I think you 
are.

ROYA
Good. You have to admit that 
Pioneer 10 ending up there 
is...uncanny, to say the least. 
What do you make of that?

BEN
(laughs)

I don’t know what to make of 
anything at this point.  

ROYA
So, then...does that mean you’re 
coming with me?

FADE OUT TO 
ENDING THEME 

MUSIC 

32.


