
CHAPTER TWO: TOMOBIOLOGIST

EXT. BASE CAMP DAY1 1

FADE IN: The team has entered the jungle and has managed to 
survive their first full night. They are guided by the 
mysterious Private Zain and Major Roya Khan. Lieutenant 
Johnstone takes the rear as the two women hold point. Their 
image as they traverse the landscape is a long thin line with 
Ben and Dr. Reese in the center of their caravan. There is a 
lightly worn path. Whether it is human made or by other 
creatures, they aren’t sure. There is the lush sound blanket 
of bugs, plants and creatures who don’t have names yet. 
Everyone has been without sleep for approximately thirty six 
hours now.      

Ben has a video camera and is documenting his second video 
log as they walk through the jungle in the early morning. He 
is slightly out of breath from talking while hiking.

BEN (V.O.)
This is Sol-6 of the Arca Mission. 
Second video log entry. Major Khan 
has given me some leeway with 
documenting what we see here in the 
jungle even though I’m sure talking 
is not good. I’m probably giving up 
our location to an army of Manu 
right now.

Lieutenant Johnstone interjects from behind into his video 
log.

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE (O.S.)
Who knows if they even have armies? 
We haven’t seen any of them.  

BEN (V.O.)
Ah, got that? Maybe we’re okay. Who 
knows?...I have the camera facing 
away from me, so maybe I’ll try to 
describe what we’re all 
seeing...God, I don’t know. It’s so 
lush and there are tall plants all 
around us, but they aren’t trees. 
They don’t look like trees anyway. 
They look more like...large 
succulents. And there’s these white 
flowers that are floating...the 
roots fall off into the ground. 
Shit...I’m trying to do the 
description justice.      



(MORE)
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Roya interjects. Sound of the camera moving to look at her 
back.

ROYA (O.S.)
Good luck with that. 

BEN (V.O.)
Hah. Yeah, good luck for sure...

SCENE 2 EXT. ARCADIA JUNGLE -  DAY1A 1A

The sound of zaratans moves through the jungle. 

DR. REESE (O.S.)
Looks like we might be getting 
company. 

PRIVATE ZAIN (O.S.)
We should get low, beneath those 
tall bushes.

ROYA  (O.S.)
Everyone do it. Ben, keep the 
camera rolling.

BEN
Got it.

They hide behind some bushes and watch as a herd of zaratans 
emerge from the thicket of tall succulents. They gather 
around a central point, the sound becomes louder and focused 
on one area. 

DR. REESE (O.S.)
That looks like some of the plants 
I’ve seen before. 

BEN
The ones with the strange seeds?

DR. REESE (V.O.)
Yes, strangler fruits.

ROYA (V.O.)
Don’t tell me you were almost 
strangled, Doctor. 

DR. REESE (V.O.)
Yes and no. It was a close call.  
The Manu appeared to eat them. 
We’re speculating the fruit holds 
the seeds that get them 
pregnant...it’s a guess anyway. 

(MORE)
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DR. REESE (V.O.) (CONT'D)
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When we were in the jungle last, 
Ariel saw their gelatinous skin 
and... 

ROYA (V.O.)
(chuckling)

You poked it didn’t you?

DR. RESSE (V.O.)
...Are you laughing at me Major?

ROYA (V.O.)
(chucking)

I can’t help it. Sorry. 

BEN (V.O.)
But what would the zaratans do with 
it? That one just looks like an 
empty bubble.

ROYA (V.O.)
Maybe they’re like bees, and they 
carry around nutrients of some kind 
to other plants and animals. 

DR. REESE (V.O.)
Perhaps. Again, it’s all 
speculative right now though. 
You’re getting all of this, right 
Dr. Verrinder?

BEN (V.O.)
Yeah, but the battery is starting 
to drain. We should try to carry on 
soon.

ROYA (V.O.)
Yes, we should keep going.

DR. REESE (V.O.)
Just one more moment, please. I’ve 
never seen a zaratan this close up. 

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE (V.O.)
Me either. Their trunks remind me 
of elephants--

ROYA (V.O.)
Now we really have to move on. 

DR. REESE (V.O.) (CONT'D)
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ROYA (V.O.)
We can get around them from the 
west side, assuming they don’t 
move. No one speak and move as 
quietly as possible.

Ben turns off the video camera. They rise slowly and move 
west, circling around the herd as far as they can get without 
entering denser jungle. The brush still moves against their 
legs, but is fairly quiet. As they circle around the zaratans 
they can see traces of what they are surrounding and where 
the bubble came from. 

BEN
(whispers)

Those tongues, four of them...

They walk further around the herd, getting closer as the come 
up on the west flank. 

DR. REESE
(whispers)

It’s red, on the ground.

There is the sound of leaves rustling in the background.

DR. REESE (CONT'D)
(whispering/yelling)

It’s blood! I can smell it from 
here!

ROYA
(hissing)

Reese! Shut up!

The zaratans move their trunks in the direction of the team. 
They wail and many of them run in the direction opposite the 
team, while some remain and make a stand. Lieutenant 
Johnstone, Major Khan and Private Zain all raise their 
rifles. 

DR. REESE
Please don’t shoot them. I’ve 
frightened them, clearly.

ROYA
No one fire, until I give the 
command. Got it Johnstone? Zain? 

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
Yes sir. 

PRIVATE ZAIN
Yes sir.
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Two zaratans seemingly continue to act aggressively. But then 
eventually quiet down. 

BEN
They’re backing down, guys.

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
But why?

Lieutenant Johnstone checks his six.

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE (CONT'D)
(inhales sharply)

Everyone--they’re behind us!

A Manu is there behind them. The team all turn around to face 
it, weapons raised. 

ROYA
Do not shoot! Just hold your 
ground!

The Manu behind them moves forward slowly. Says something, 
although no one knows what it means. 

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
It’s getting closer sir!

ROYA
That still means hold your ground 
Lieutenant. You do not shoot until 
the last possible moment. 

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
Y-yes. Yes sir.

The Manu waits for a moment and then comes closer. The 
lieutenant takes a step back, weapon still up.

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE (CONT'D)
I-I-I can’t hold this spot, Major. 

BEN
Shit...I’m coming over there 
Johnstone.

Ben takes off his pack and walks slowly up to the Manu. He 
manages to get close enough to Johnstone that he slowly 
motions his rifle downward, the barrel facing the ground. 
Johnstone moves away from the Manu. 

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
What are you doing?
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BEN
Keeping it light and breezy--like 
the Colonel. 

ROYA
Ben, move back right now! 

BEN
It’s fine, Roya. I think something 
is different this time.

ROYA
How the hell would you know that?

BEN
Just a feeling.

ROYA
Keep one hand on that sidearm I 
gave you, okay?

BEN
Okay, okay. It’s fine Roya. 

Ben moves towards the Manu. The Manu speaks, and then holds 
out it’s hand like it did at basecamp. 

BEN (CONT'D)
Okay buddy, if I give you my hand 
you better not pull any of that 
shit again.

ROYA (O.S.)
Jesus.

BEN
I thought you said this tops Jesus, 
Roya.

ROYA (O.S.)
Not if you die and don’t come back 
to life somehow.

BEN
Hah, we’ll see about that. Okay, 
big guy...just...don’t eat me.

The lock digits and hold the hand shake for a moment. Then 
the Manu drops the shake and taps Ben’s arm and motions 
toward the forest.

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
Why is he tapping your arm?
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BEN
I’m not sure...but I think he wants 
us to follow.

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
We can’t do that!

PRIVATE ZAIN
We should. We’ve been traveling for 
thirty-six hours with no leads.

BEN
He’s pointing in that direction!

ROYA
The Private is right. 

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
What the hell is wrong with all of 
you? These things are vicious!

DR. REESE
You don’t know that for sure 
Lieutenant. You just sound 
frightened to me and you’re letting 
that impede your judgment.

BEN
Either way, it’s now or never 
because our friend is disappearing. 
Are we following? Roya?

ROYA
Yes...Yes, we are. Private, you 
take point. Ben, you do not walk 
too close to it. Understand? 

BEN
Yes, Major. 

ROYA
Then fall out. 

They begin to follow the Manu through the jungle. 

FADE TO: 
TRANSITION THEME 

MUSIC

EXT. ARCADIA JUNGLE, LATE AFTERNOON 2 2
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The group is still walking, and following the Manu.

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE (O.S.)
I hope we’re getting close 
to...wherever. 

ROYA (O.S.)
There’s no complaining in this 
outfit, Johnstone. I thought the 
Colonel would have beaten that into 
you.

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE (O.S.)
Yes sir. He has sir. 

ROYA (O.S.)
Great. Soooo...be quiet. We’ll get 
there when we get there. 

Meanwhile, Ben walks beside Zain. They begin to walk up at an 
incline. They’re both a bit breathless.

PRIVATE ZAIN
I think we’re reaching the northern 
tip of the jungle, before we get to 
the Soma Mountains. 

BEN 
How do you know that?

PRIVATE ZAIN
I’ve studied the maps in depth, Dr. 
Verrinder. Have you?

BEN
Not exactly. We were encouraged to 
go to sleep right away. I ended up 
talking to Octavia a lot.  

PRIVATE ZAIN
I see. I thought our time on the 
ship would be the only time I had 
to learn about this world...so 
sleep had to wait. 

BEN
So, you’re not part of the American 
military then? You don’t take 
orders from the Colonel?
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PRIVATE ZAIN
Yes...and no. Here, he’s a 
representative of Earth and for the 
sake of order, he holds the ranking 
command, as does the Major. But 
otherwise I report only to the UAC 
of all major findings. 

BEN
You don’t sound like you’re from 
the UAC. 

PRIVATE ZAIN
I’ve been working on contract in 
the States for the past few years, 
if you’re wondering about my 
accent.

BEN
Hm, I see.

PRIVATE ZAIN
What are you thinking Dr. 
Verrinder? You sound dissatisfied.

BEN
I guess I’m just curious why the 
UAC sent a private and not anyone 
in command. 

PRIVATE ZAIN
I do have field experience, Dr. 
Verrinder. Just not the same kind 
of combat experience 

BEN
Are you a spy then?

PRIVATE ZAIN
No. 

BEN
If you were a spy, you would have 
to say that though, right?

PRIVATE ZAIN
No. 

BEN
But you’re an agent of the United 
African Congress...aren’t you owned 
by the Chinese government?
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PRIVATE ZAIN 
I can’t confirm or deny such a 
thing as that.

BEN
Alright then.

PRIVATE ZAIN
...But, if you keep up with the 
news you know they own all the 
mineral rights from Egypt to 
Zambia. 

BEN
I do know that. Are you trying to 
tell me something then?

PRIVATE ZAIN
Nothing at all. The information is 
there. You’re apparently a smart 
person. I’ll let you draw your own 
conclusions.

The Manu pauses and then speaks/roars.

PRIVATE ZAIN (CONT'D)
I think we may be here, Dr. 
Verrinder.

BEN
All I see is mountains.

PRIVATE ZAIN
The Soma Mountains.

BEN
Where did that name come from?

PRIVATE ZAIN
It directly comes from the Greek 
word, “soma” which means “body.”

BEN
Well...I hope our guide isn’t 
expecting us to climb them.

PRIVATE ZAIN 
No...I don’t think so. Do you see 
that smoke, over there in the 
distance?

BEN
Yeah. It’s not too far away.
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Roya, Reese and Johnstone approach. They come up to where the 
rest of them are all standing. 

ROYA
Why are we stopping here?

BEN
I think our friend is telling us to 
go towards the smoke. But I’m not 
sure. 

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
You have to admit that’s sketchy. 
They probably have Drezner and the 
Colonel on a fire pit rotisserie 
style. 

PRIVATE ZAIN
Or it could be a beacon alerting 
others. Do the Manu know how to 
make fire?

DR. REESE
We never saw them use it. 

ROYA
If that’s the case then we can 
guess that Drezner and the Colonel 
are signaling us that they’re still 
alive.

DR. REESE
Ariel always keeps a lighter in the 
butt of his hunting knife. 

ROYA
Okay--so we go forward then. But we 
stay close together and no one 
leaves the group. I’ll take point 
this time. Johnstone and Zain you 
have the rear.

The Manu speaks again. 

ROYA (CONT'D)
Maybe if I hand gesture that we’re 
going to walk up there

(She gestures with her 
hands while speaking.)

...Okay, we are...going...up...up 
there, togeettthherr.
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BEN
God, that’s almost painful to 
watch.

ROYA
It’s called getting the job down, 
Ben.

The Manu speaks and begins walking.

ROYA (CONT'D)
See what I mean? He got it. Let’s 
go. 

They walk up the changing terrain. A path of smoothed rock 
emerges and the Manu leads them further up towards the 
plateau. There is a slight wind, and the sound of trickling 
water slowly permeates into the background. 

DR. REESE
We really should be getting samples 
of everything out here...

ROYA (O.S.)
If they’re alive there will be 
plenty of time for samples on the 
way back. For now you’ll have to 
leave it to the probes...if they’re 
still working. 

BEN
This rock is incredible though, you 
have to admit. It looks almost like 
slate, but so blue and pale. 

DR. REESE
It looks like it could have 
platinum deposits...and arcanite. 

BEN
A whole mountain made out of it 
though?

DR. REESE
There are probably some other types 
of minerals in here as well, but it 
does resemble that one in 
particular. 

ROYA (O.S.)
Stop...Everyone. There they are!

Across the plateau they see Drezner and the Colonel huddled 
around a fire. 
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DR. REESE
Oh God, Ariel!

Dr. Reese runs over to Drezner and the Colonel. A Manu is 
standing behind them. 

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
Hold back! There’s a bunch of Manu 
right there!

ROYA
Shit for an 
AI she can be really stupid...Okay, 
keep closed ranks and move quickly, 
but stay together. We still don’t 
know what their deal is. 

They jog across the plateau and then stop approximately five 
feet away from the fire. The Manu with them trails behind. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Took you long enough Major Khan. 
You can all relax. We’re fine.  

ROYA
Good to see you too, Colonel. It 
probably would have taken longer, 
But we had help. 

The Manu guide circles around the party and joins the other 
Manu standing behind Drezner and Schaffer.

BEN
I don’t suppose you figured out why 
they brought you both here? 

DR. DREZNER
Actually, Dr. Verrinder, I think 
the answer is right behind you. 

BEN
What?

He turns around to see a huge stone carved mural about twenty 
feet away on the mountain opposite of the plateau.

BEN (CONT'D)
Oh...that mural! Its huge.

DR. REESE
They...they carved that?
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COLONEL SCHAFFER
Appears so. Although it’s not like 
we got complete verbal 
confirmation.

ROYA
Do you think that’s why they 
dragged you all the way up here? 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
It wasn’t to eat us, Major, that 
much we can tell. Besides, you can 
only really get a good look at it 
from here without the rest of the 
mountains obscuring the view...

ROYA
They treated you well then?

COLONEL SCHAFFER
They did. Drezner and I tried to 
make a fire the first night, but 
when they saw we needed more raw 
materials they went and brought 
some for us. 

ROYA
So there’s clearly some 
communication happening here. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Well I sure as hell wasn’t going to 
cut one of them open like Skywalker 
on Hoth and call it Thanksgiving.

DR. DREZNER 
That would have been a mixed 
message, indeed. 

DR. REESE
Have you learned anything about 
this...this mural? It’s so 
detailed. It must be a hundred or 
more feet long. 

DR. DREZNER
What I can say is that I think it 
will intrigue all of you for 
different reasons. Dr. Verrinder, 
you may want to take a closer look 
and tell me what you see.

BEN
Really? Okay...
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He walks to the edge of the plateau and looks out. Dr. 
Drezner follows. The Manu are talking to themselves in the 
background.  

DR. DREZNER
Anything look familiar?

BEN
There’s a creature in the center of 
the relief. A big one...the 
tentacles--a giant cephalopod. 
Jesus, that’s incredible! 

DR. DREZNER
It is.

The Manu join them at the edge of the cliff. They point out 
towards the giant mural relief and speak. Dr. Reese also 
joins them.

BEN
I wish I could understand what 
you’re saying. 

DR. DREZNER
As do I.

DR. REESE
Ah...they definitely have a lot to 
say.

The Manu keep speaking to them directly, but they don’t 
understand what it is. Eventually they stop.

DR. REESE (CONT'D)
Maybe...we don’t need to understand 
them. Maybe this is why they 
brought us here, because we can’t 
understand them, but we can 
understand the picture. 

DR. DREZNER
This is what I was beginning to 
think before you all 
arrived...otherwise it seems too 
much of a coincidence for them to 
bring us here. 

BEN
So...then what are they trying to 
tell us?
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DR. REESE
Look at the figures...they’re 
holding what seems to be long 
sticks, all pointed at the 
cephalopod. And then there’s the 
open gap, that looks like the 
entrance--

BEN
To a cave. 

Roya, joins them at the edge of the plateau. 

ROYA
Everyone, the Colonel thinks we 
need to get back to base camp ASAP.  

DR. DREZNER
I don’t think that would be wise, 
Major. Clearly we weren’t brought 
here just to enjoy the scenery. 
There’s something more going on 
here.

ROYA
We have no way of knowing that, 
Drezner. And we will run out of 
provisions if we don’t turn back 
now. 

PRIVATE ZAIN
What if we went to their camp?

ROYA
What is that, Private?

PRIVATE ZAIN
The Manu is in the Soma Mountains. 

BEN
You’ve seen it?

PRIVATE ZAIN
On the survey scans, yes. Even so, 
I’m sure our new...companions would 
take us there.

The Manu say something again that no one understands.

ROYA
I don’t know if I like this. If one 
thing went wrong they could kill us 
on the spot for all we know. 

(MORE)
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They’re probably talking about us 
right now and we have no clue 
what’s going on. 

PRIVATE ZAIN
That’s why we need the AIs to 
translate...You are capable of 
that, correct?

DR. REESE
Yes...that could be an option.

ROYA
What? You’re saying you two can 
translate what they’re saying? This 
whole time while we’ve been playing 
charades with them?

DR. DREZNER
To be specific, Major, we could, 
although isn’t completely certain. 
While our brains can process and 
store over a hundred thousand times 
more information than yours, we 
still need a stronger computing 
system to run millions upon 
millions of possible scenarios at 
near light speed to translate in 
real time--

PRIVATE ZAIN
--You need an uplink with Octavia 
on the ship. 

DR. DREZNER
Yes. Simply put, yes. But she’s a 
next generation AI and we can’t 
sync with her on a whim. 

ROYA
Right...Johnstone mentioned there 
may be some communication snafus.

DR. REESE
We’ve been too low to the ground to 
receive that level of mass data 
seamlessly. Even on this plateau 
we’re still not high enough. You 
would think that our receivers 
would be strong enough...

ROYA (CONT'D)
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DR. DREZNER
(he smiles)

But even human technology has it’s 
limits.

BEN
So, you’re all saying if we go to 
their encampment then we may be 
able to speak to them and 
understand them?

PRIVATE ZAIN
Yes.

Roya pauses, as she is thinking.

DR. DREZNER
This option fits with the main 
directive, Major. You must agree 
with that. 

ROYA
Yes, yes it does. I’ll tell the 
Colonel. If it fits, he’ll do it. 
I’ll talk to him. 

Roya walks over to the Colonel to suggest this plan.

BEN
Good call, Zain. 

PRIVATE ZAIN
It was the only call, Dr. 
Verrinder.

BEN
I don’t suppose you know what the 
main directive is?

PRIVATE ZAIN
Yes, of course I do. 

BEN
Would you share it with me?

PRIVATE ZAIN
...It would...be a breach of the 
chain of command for me to discuss 
this with a civilian. 

BEN
I see. I understand, I guess...but 
we’re just gathering information 
right?
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PRIVATE ZAIN
We are. 

BEN
Okay then...

He begins to walk away, towards Roya.

PRIVATE ZAIN
Doctor Verrinder--

BEN (O.S.)
--Yes?

PRIVATE FEN YE
I...Nothing. Never-mind...it’s 
nothing.

FADE TO: SCENE 
3, SOUND OF 
ENTERING THE 

CAMP

SCENE 3 MANU ENCAMPMENT - EVENING3 3

The party is at the mouth of the Manu encampment. As they 
enter it’s perimeter they see how the Arcanite is not just 
present within plants, but within the mountains and in the 
village. There is a variety of housing--some that is built 
straight into the mountain and other dwellings that are built 
on a large plateau. The two Manu walk in front and the rest 
of them walk behind in formation.

DR. REESE
I think this will be a good place 
to talk to Octavia. 

BEN
Dr. Reese, Dr. Drezner, while I 
have you both, I was wondering if 
you could both tell me something.

DR. REESE
What is that Dr. Verrinder?

BEN
The main directive...what is it?

DR. REESE
Project Habitat?
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BEN
Project Habitat--is it just related 
to gathering more information? 
That’s what they said the main 
directive was in the briefing, 
anyway. I was hoping you could 
confirm that for me. 

DR. DREZNER
Margaux...don’t say more. 

BEN
Why? What is it?

DR. DREZNER
I’m sorry Dr. Verrinder, but too 
much has already been said. I would 
just focus on the research you came 
here to do.

BEN
If we ever get to it. 

DR. DREZNER
Have faith that we will, Dr. 
Verrinder. This path we’ve chosen 
seems promising. 

BEN
(mutters)

It’s something.

The group keeps walking and the sounds of other Manu emerge. 
They are watching the humans as they are guided to a central 
agora. Their Manu guides then say something indiscernible. 
They begin to walk away and walk into a passageway.

ROYA
They’re just leaving us here?

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
Well...that’s rude. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Damned if I know what they’re going 
to do. Major... 

ROYA
Yes sir?

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Take a group and scout the area. I 
don’t care if we step on a couple 
of toes. 

(MORE)
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Johnstone and I will stay here with 
the robots while they link with the 
ship. Hopefully by the time you’re 
back we won’t be so incommunicado.  

ROYA
Roger that sir. Private you’re with 
me.

PRIVATE ZAIN
I’ll be behind you, Major. 

BEN
You don’t mind if I go, too?

ROYA
As long as you don’t wander and do 
as I say.

BEN
Hah...come on Roy-- 

Roya glares at him.

ROYA
--Dr. Verrinder.

BEN
(clears his throat)

Yes, ma’am. I’ll follow your 
instructions.  

ROYA
Alright. Johnstone, Colonel, see 
you all soon.

Roya, Ben and Zain diverge from the party. They walk towards 
an alley that is full of plant life and blue-hued tunnels. 
The background sounds of Manu surround them completely. There 
is no one on the road.  

ROYA (CONT'D)
It seems like this whole tunnel is 
made from some kind of organic.

BEN
You think it’s not made from 
arcanite?

COLONEL SCHAFFER (CONT'D)
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ROYA
No, I think arcanite is what gives 
it that blue glow--but this tunnel 
seems continuous...I think it could 
be one of the stems of those large 
succulent type plants. 

BEN
How do you think they could get it 
up here? We haven’t seen any large 
tools.

ROYA
Maybe the same way the Incas hauled 
giant rocks into fortresses? I 
don’t know. That’s more Reese’s 
area of expertise. 

BEN
I guess socializing is not a huge 
thing here either--you have to 
wonder how many of them there are. 
It’s so silent.

PRIVATE ZAIN
Has Dr. Reese given you the lecture 
on anthropomorphizing them, Dr. 
Verrinder?

BEN
Not in full. But if they do share 
our DNA, why can’t we 
anthropomorphize them--I mean, if 
they’re part human? I would think 
there would be social traits they 
share with us, if they’re are us.

ROYA
Biology is biology, Ben. Nothing 
more.

BEN
You think socializing is a cultural 
construct, Roya? You have to admit 
so far they’ve appeared to be very 
similar to us in many ways--and 
humans are social creatures, 
biologically speaking.  

ROYA
Until we can study them properly, 
I’m making no assumptions. 
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BEN
Come on, even you can’t help but 
speculate a little bit, Roya. You 
convincing Hardy to let us come 
here is based on speculation!

ROYA
Jesus, keep it down, Ben. We’re 
crashing a neighborhood here. We 
don’t have to let everyone know it.

PRIVATE ZAIN
...I’m curious Major...

ROYA
Yes, Private?

PRIVATE ZAIN
Your official title as a scientist 
is “xenobiologist” but I read a 
paper you wrote advocating for the 
change of that term to 
“tomobiologist.”

ROYA
Yes, well, “tomo” is the Japanese 
word for “friend.” While “xeno” 
means “different,” or “other.”

PRIVATE ZAIN
And you identify the Manu as 
friends?

ROYA
Any living organism should be given 
the benefit of the doubt until 
proven otherwise. 

BEN
That doesn’t really fit with your 
Dark Forest beliefs, Roya. Because 
they’re based on pure speculation 
right there.

ROYA
(sighs/exasperated)

Life is a balance. 

PRIVATE ZAIN
Well, I was curious since I read 
you were also on the UN committee 
to develop a long range photon 
deterrence system--  
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ROYA
--Are you trying to tell me 
something, Private?

They stop walking.

PRIVATE ZAIN
No, nothing, sir. 

ROYA
Tell me.

PRIVATE ZAIN
I have nothing to tell, Major.

ROYA
You must have a problem because 
you’ve been questioning my judgment 
and my decisions every step of the 
way so far. Tell me what it is!

BEN
Roya--

ROYA
--Be quiet Ben. What is your 
problem with me, Private? 

PRIVATE ZAIN
...I think it’s hypocritical for 
humanity to come here calling 
themselves friends when they have 
one open hand in front of them and 
a knife in the other behind their 
back. 

ROYA
I see. So you think I’m holding a 
knife behind my back?

PRIVATE ZAIN
I think you could be, but I hope 
I’m wrong.

ROYA
Why do you think that?

PRIVATE ZAIN
Isn’t that the American way, Major?

ROYA
You’re dismissed, Private.
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BEN
Roya!--

ROYA
--Dismissed. Get out of my face, 
Zain. 

PRIVATE ZAIN
Yes sir. 

Zain leaves. Ben and Roya are left standing in the tunnel. 

BEN
That was totally uncalled for, 
Roya.

ROYA
You’re taking her side? That was no 
way to speak to a ranking officer!

BEN
You asked if she had a problem with 
you, and she does--and you couldn’t 
take it. Because she does have a 
point. 

ROYA
What are you saying?

BEN
You’re playing both sides, Roya.

ROYA
What do you mean?

BEN
Don’t play stupid. There’s 
something more going on here--to 
this mission.

ROYA
No, I think you’re taking her side 
because you’re upset we haven’t 
been able to focus on your research 
yet and you’re taking it out on me. 

BEN
That’s not what I’m doing at all! 
Do you hear yourself?
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ROYA
You used to do it all the time! 
When I refused to move to Alaska 
for you, you yelled at me for a 
week and then left anyway.

BEN
Because it’s literally the only 
place left in the world to study 
cephalopods. I didn’t yell at you.

ROYA
You did--

BEN
--I didn’t give a shit then, and I 
don’t give a shit now. 

ROYA
Then please, Ben, just go don’t 
give a shit somewhere else. 

BEN
You got it. 

Ben walks off in the opposite direction.

ROYA
Shit.

FADE TO:

SCENE 4 EXT. MANU ENCAMPMENT - LATER4 4

Colonel Schaffer is with Lieutenant Johnstone as well as 
Reese and Drezner. They have been escorted by a group of Manu 
to a dwelling that is covered with a translucent blue 
membrane. Inside is another group of Manu standing around a 
glowing blue piece of Arcanite. While no one is a prisoner 
there is the feeling that something bad could happen if 
neither party gets what they want. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Are the robots almost done talking 
to the ship, Lieutenant?

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
Yes sir. Drezner and Reese’s eyes 
stopped flickering, so I think 
they’re almost done and ready to 
go. 
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DR. DREZNER
Yes. We’ve spoken with Octavia, 
Colonel. I think there is a good 
chance we can understand them.

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Even with limited data on their 
speech patterns?

DR. DREZNER
All translations and data 
processing will happen in real-
time. There may be some lags and 
leaps in some of our 
interpretations, but if I, or Dr. 
Reese, hears patterns in their 
voices, Octavia will cross-
reference it with all known sounds 
and filmed behavior sets the probes 
have captured so far--as well as 
considering how their biology may 
affect their speech.

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Great. Now one of these yetis just 
has to say something. 

DR. REESE
Then maybe we should stop talking. 
They’re all looking at us.

They all cease speaking. After a few seconds the Manu begin 
to speak. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
What are they saying doctor?

There is a lag as Drezner determines what they are saying.

DR. DREZNER
Here...Aid...Kill...

(pauses)
Enemy. I think. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Well, that’s something to go on. 

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
Who is the enemy? Not us, right?

DR. REESE
I think not...but how do we speak 
to them in return?
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LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
They understand hand signals, don’t 
they?

DR. REESE
We don’t know if that will still 
translate effectively. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Any more bright ideas?

A single Manu comes forth towards Dr. Reese.  

DR. REESE
...Oh, hello. You want me to come 
with you?

The Manu takes her by the arm and leads her towards the 
arcanite stone. 

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
(muttering)

They really like taking you by the 
arm, it seems.

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Just don’t tell me they’re going to 
try magic.  

DR. DREZNER 
Wait and see what happens.

The Manu guides Dr. Reese to place her hand on the arcanite 
stone. 

DR. REESE (O.S.)
Oh, I see... I think they want me 
to draw a pictogram of our response 
on this stone.   

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Okay, we can work with 
this...maybe. They want to know if 
we’ll help them? Ask them why 
first. 

DR. REESE (O.S.)
Ah...okay. I’ll have to consult 
with Octavia how to best draw that. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Do it.
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Dr. Reese’s eyes flicker as she converses with Octavia. She 
breathes in and out heavily.

COLONEL SCHAFFER (CONT'D)
(muttering)

Jesus, she’s talking to the ship? 
She looks like she’s having a 
stroke. 

DR. DREZNER
Octavia is probably sending her 
thousands of years of information 
on human hieroglyphics in order to 
best ask a complex question. 

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
Asking why someone wants something 
is a complex question?

DR. DREZNER
It is Lieutenant. I’m sure you’ve 
come across this in the many 
computer languages you had to use 
to program the probes...Rarely is 
one’s motivation for doing 
something so simple, especially if 
you’re human.  

Dr. Reese draws an image with her finger on the stone. She 
exhales loudly and stops drawing.

DR. DREZNER (CONT'D)
I wonder what she came up 
with...the Arcanite is glowing, at 
least.

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
You think the arcanite is a tablet 
then?

DR. DREZNER
So it would seem. It could be many 
things... But it contributes to my 
theory that it’s infused with some 
kind of pico-technology.

The Manu speaks. 

DR. DREZNER (CONT'D)
The image...it goes on the wall.

DR. REESE
I hope it makes sense. 
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The Manu touches the Arcanite stone and places it near the 
wall. The pictogram is then projected onto the walls of the 
dwelling.  

COLONEL SCHAFFER
This is...different. What did you 
draw up there Reese?

DR. REESE
It’s an equation. Octavia and I 
came up with it. She devised a key 
of symbols that correlate to 
physical objects with which we’ve 
all had a shared experience.

COLONEL SCHAFFER
The Manu? And humans?

DR. REESE
Yes. And then...well, you can see 
up there...the question “why” is 
denoted by they symbol of the 
brain. 

The group of Manu chatter.

COLONEL SCHAFFER
It looks like they’re having a hell 
of a time figuring it out. 

DR. DREZNER
It’s a leap, without a doubt, 
Colonel. But if they are even a 
little bit human, they’ll probably 
have seen a brain at some point. 
And if they can make the logical 
leap to see that we also too think 
through using this inner voice, 
then they know we can also ask the 
question why.

DR. REESE
And extrapolate it to mean that we 
may be turning the question onto 
them. 

The Manu examine the pictogram. A bunch of their voices ring 
out. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Can you make out any of the chatter 
doctor?
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DR. DREZNER
No, there are too many voices. Too 
much data. 

DR. REESE
We just need to give them a chance 
to discuss. 

The Manu eventually quiet down. Roya enters escorted by two 
Manu as Dr. Reese goes to the tablet to write on the stone 
again. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Ah, Major, you’re back. 

ROYA
Yes...What’s happening in here? 
These two guys have just been 
grunting at me the whole time and I 
of course have no clue what they’re 
saying. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
There’s time for a full report 
later, Major. Where’s Dr. 
Verrinder? And Zain?

ROYA
Wandering. Against orders, sir...
I have concerns that the Private 
may prove to be a hostile. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Good to know. If you learn more 
keep me updated, but for now we 
have to find her and keep eyes on 
her while keeping eyes on 
everything else.

ROYA
Yes sir, understood. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Verrinder is your guy, Major. If he 
proves to not take orders when it 
really counts, he will be your 
responsibility to deal with, for 
better or worse. 

ROYA
Also understood, sir.
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COLONEL SCHAFFER
Good. Where are we with these 
negotiations, robots?

DR. DREZNER
I’m not sure if I have the right 
word for this one. It’s an educated 
guess. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
What is it?

DR. DREZNER
Civilization. 

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Jesus. 

LIEUTENANT JOHNSTONE
What the hell does that mean?

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Too much without a direct 
translation. Dr. Reese tell them 
that we want to make a trade. Tell 
them that it is the only option if 
they want our help.

DR. REESE
Of course, sir. I’ll try my best.

COLONEL SCHAFFER
Tell them we will help them, but 
only if they agree to let humans 
settle on this planet and use it’s 
resources without question. 
Terraforming, colonies the works... 
Make sure they get all that Dr. 
Reese.   

FADE OUT.

32.


